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December 2025 

Editor: Kevan Nason, N4XL 

Thank you to our group leadership: 
President – Ed, K3DNE 
Vice President - Dave, WN4AFP  
Treasurer – Scott, KG9V  
Secretary – Kevan, N4XL  
Web Master – Frank, KG4IGC 
SFCG Webpage: swampfoxcontestgroup.com 

 

 

Sunday January 25, 2026 at 2pm at the Lizards Thicket in Lexington (4616 Augusta Rd). 
Note: There is more than one Lizards Thicket restaurant in the Columbia area. Be sure you put 
the correct address in your GPS. 

 

 

It’s time to begin our annual process of selecting club officers for the upcoming year.   

 I have reached out to our current officers to confirm their interest in continuing in their roles 
for 2026. 

• Secretary: Kevan N4XL – Desires NOT to continue.  This is an open officer position for 
2026.  Please consider either self-nomination or nomination of another member for this 
open position. 

• Vice President: Dave WN4AFP – Agrees to run for re-election (nominated by me). 

• Treasurer: Scott KG9V – Agrees to run for re-election (nominated by me). 

• President: Ed K3DNE – Willing to continue unless another member expresses interest by 
self nomination or nomination by another member. 
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Kevan N4XL has served as our Secretary for more than three years, and we extend our sincere 
appreciation for his dedication and contributions. He will continue to serve as Editor of 
our Tales from the Swamp newsletter. In truth, Kevan does far more than edit - he creates the 
majority of the newsletter’s content. He also serves as our education coordinator, delivering 
numerous Zoom seminars for our membership.  

 Both Kevan and I, and the other officers share this view, we believe it is important for all 
members to take an active role in the club.  Member participation brings fresh ideas and 
perspectives that help shape our group’s future. 

 At this time, nominations are open for all officer positions. Members are encouraged to 
nominate themselves or other members for any role, even if the current officer is seeking re-
election. Please confirm the nominee's interest before submitting their name. 

 How to Submit Nominations: 

• Email me directly at k3dne@comcast.net, or 

• Post your nomination to the group via our Groups.io reflector or by replying to this 
email. 

Deadline for Nominations: 
Midnight (EST), Sunday, January 11, 2026. 

 Election Details: 

Voting will occur during our annual meeting; Sunday January 25, 2026 at 2pm at the Lizards 
Thicket in Lexington (4616 Augusta Rd). 

 For reference, I’ve included the official duties of each officer position below (copied from our 
website). 

 Thank you for your participation in shaping the leadership of our club. Let’s make 2026 another 
successful year! 

 73, 
Ed K3DNE 
President, Swamp Fox Contest Group 

 Article III: Duties of Officers 

Section 1.President 

The President shall preside at all meetings, and conduct them according to the rules adopted. 
He/she shall enforce due observance of this Constitution and By-Laws; decide all questions of 
order; sign all official documents adopted by the club, and perform all other duties pertaining 
to the office of President. 

Section 2.Vice President 

The Vice-President shall assume all the duties of the President in his/her absence. In addition, 
he/she shall organize club activities, plan and recommend contests for operating benefits, and 
advance club interest and activity as approved by the club. 

Section 3.Secretary 

The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of all meetings, keep a roll of members, 
submit membership applications, carry on all correspondence, read communications at each 

mailto:k3dne@comcast.net
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meeting, and send notices to each member. At the expiration of his/her term he/she shall turn 
over all items belonging to that office to his/her successor. 

Section 4.Treasurer 
The Treasurer shall receive and receipt for all monies paid to the club; keep an accurate 
account of all monies received and expended; pay no bills without proper authorization (by the 
club or its officers constituting a business committee). At the end of each quarter he/she shall 
submit an itemized statement of disbursements and receipts. At the end of his/her term he/she 
shall turn over everything in his/her possession belonging to the club to his/her successor. 

 

Contest Tips: 

By Kevan N4XL 

If you contest competitively (meaning to place well or win) you know doing several seemingly 
insignificant changes in how you operate often adds up making a noticeable improvement to 
your score. It’s a phenomenon akin to the question, “Does making a 1 dB improvement to your 
station make a difference?” A single 1 dB change rarely contributes to noticeable score 
improvements but making three or four 1 dB improvements does.   

Here are some “seemingly insignificant” operating concepts that have helped me. 

o Use Receive Incremental Tuning (RIT) when Running. People can and do call you off 
frequency. RIT allows keeping your transmit frequency constant while moving the 
receiver to more easily copy them. RIT can also help when trying to pick out a single 
call from a pileup. Another advantage of RIT happens when using N1MM. You waste 
a small bit of time and risk return-to-keyboard hand positioning errors by moving 
your hand off the keyboard to that little knob on the rig which changes the RIT 
offset. With N1MM you can use the Up and Down arrow keys to adjust RIT and keep 
your hand on the keyboard. One or two taps of an arrow key is usually all you need. 

o After logging an off-frequency caller, I want the RIT offset to return to zero. Besides 
being ready to copy the next station, zeroing RIT sets me up to return to S&P after 
Running. Reaching over after logging a Q to reset it when you are logging four or five 
Q’s a minute isn’t something I like to do though. I use N1MM’s CLEARRIT macro to 
do it for me. See an Fkey example in the N1MM section below. 

o Sending (not to mention actually saying) “CQ TEST N4XL” over and over and over 
again is boring. Additionally, some casual contesters and award chasers just move on 
without answering you after hearing a “machine” trying to make a Q by endlessly 
repeating the same words using the same tone of voice. I’ve no way to prove it for a 
fact, but rate has improved a few Q’s an hour when I vary my CQ message a bit now 
and then than if I had stayed with the same old CQ format. Besides, a different and 
longer CQ format gives you more time when SO2R or SO2V to handle Q’s on the 
other radio/VFO. When Running rate is good though I want a shorter to the point CQ 
format so I don’t waste time unnecessarily transmitting when I could instead be 
putting Q’s in the log. N1MM’s VARYMSG macro lets me record two CQ’s and 
change up every now and then. Again, see the Fkey example below. 

o Non-contesting Ham etiquette says you should stay with a station until you finally 
pull them out of the mud and log the QSO. Contesters know doing that hurts rate 
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and score. After trying to copy a station two or three times it’s best for your score to 
stop trying and move on. When you do, odds are there is probably some information 
left from the attempt typed into your Entry Window fields. Rather than tabbing 
through the fields and manually deleting everything I use N1MM’s WIPE macro to 
clear all Entry Window fields and return focus to the Call field with the press of a 
single key. 

o “What do you call a clear frequency while doing S&P? Your new Run frequency.” I 
don’t use QRL to check the frequency clear because I look ahead for signals while 
watching the Band Scope (N1MM’s Spectrum Window) while turning the VFO to the 
next station. The waterfall shows past activity on a frequency and therefore gives 
me reasonable certainty that “open” frequency isn’t in use. I just jump right in with 
my F1 CQ. But if it turns out someone is there, I stop calling CQ and go back to S&P 
until I find a new Run frequency. 

o You answer a CQ while S&P and the Runner has a partial call. She asks, “Who’s the 
N4?” You answer “N4XL N4XL”. “N4?” Again you say, “N4XL N4XL”. That happens a 
lot. When I’m Running and ask “N4?” I too often hear “N4[QRM]”. Especially on 
major contest weekends. A contesting rule is only repeat the part of the call the 
Runner doesn’t have. As in the response to “N4?” is “XL XL”. Besides being quicker it  
has a better chance of getting through heavy QRM. I’ve modified that general 
contesting rule a bit by saying “N4XL XL XL”. That’s because some ops on the other 
end mentally tune out any answering station whose call starts with anything other 
than N4. 

o When on SSB and someone asks for my state (South Carolina) it is too often heard as 
North Carolina instead. Changing from “South Carolina” to “Sierra Charlie” often 
helps. When asked for a fill when South Carolina I’m having good results by replying 
“South Carolina, Sierra Charlie” (with strong emphasis on “South” and “Sierra”). 
That’s a trade off though. Sometimes people are confused when you change the 
phonetics so I’m always willing to stick with either South or Sierra both times. By the 
way, now that the SFCG is putting so many contesters on the air South Carolina isn’t 
so rare and I’m hearing less people assuming that if they only hear “Carolina” 
through the QRN the other station is probably in North Carolina. Way to go SFCG!  

I learned most of those things from other people who found them useful and passed them on. 
Since those people were getting high scores, I decided to give them a try. Everyone develops 
their own operating style. Although they worked for those smart people, and me, they might 
not work for you. I certainly don’t do everything other people recommend. The important thing 
is to pay attention to how you operate and find your own path to improving your scores. Even if 
you don’t operate using logging programs and do everything using paper, paddle, and say 
everything with your microphone instead of using .wav files, adopting some of the ideas above 
could help your rate. I like to use technology to turn concepts into reality so I let N1MM handle 
things as much as possible. Automating things puts less stress on my aging body giving me more 
Butt In Chair time while simultaneously minimizing the number of mistakes I make.    
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• Ron WB3X better supports the club in contests than I have lately. I’m going to try and follow 
his example. Regarding the ARRL SS SSB contest he wrote, “Not bad for me, considering I 
was in the midst of an ongoing family medical issue and only able to put in ten hours… Still 
I'd rather contribute to the club total than not be on at all!” Good advice. Thank you, Ron. 

• Bob W1RPG took the time to set up voicing serial numbers and the use of ESM in N1MM. 
His writeup in SFCG message #31645 indicates he thought it worthwhile and he plans on 
taking the next step with N1MM’s Text-To-Speech system. 

• Several people are enjoying the after contest writeup John W4IX is including with his 3830 
posts. Remember, the 3830 posts you make can not only help you next year when the same 
contest comes around, but they can also help others learn from the trials you faced or what 
worked well for you. See John’s post #31634. It may only sound like a description of the 
action, but notice he says things about when propagation changed and how he decided 
when it was to his advantage to try and bust a big pileup to get a needed mult instead of 
just moving on. Most of John’s writeups are worth reading. 

• SFCG members learned again that Kevan N4XL doesn’t pay enough attention to ensure his 
Zoom Meeting invitations have the correct date and time. Sorry about that folks. 

• Andy AA5JF wrote he had his best effort for a Fall SSB Sprint ever. Good job, Andy. 

• Herschel KA2G shared his 1st Place South Carolina Section certificate for the 2025 June VHF 
contest. Good job! 

• Bob W1RPG sent a very nice Happy Thanksgiving message in post #31723. He wrote: 

Happy Thanksgiving 

This season brings a deeper appreciation for all that surrounds us.  The love of family, 
the value of long time friends, and the joy of new ones. 

I’m thankful for a very supportive wife, whose encouragement makes everything feel 
lighter and every success together sweeter. 

Thankful for great neighbors who look out for each other and turn a neighborhood into 
a real community, for continued health and enthusiasm, and for still being able to do 
the things that bring us happiness. 

And of course, for the spark that still shines brightly in the amateur radio hobby, the 
conversations, the friendship across the airwaves, and the lifelong excitement of 
continual learning and sharing. 

May your table be full of your favorites, your heart even fuller, and your days ahead rich 
with connection, support, and passion for everything you enjoy. 

73 and warm Thanksgiving wishes!  

• It was good to see Frank KG4IGC was able to find some BIC time for the CQWW CW. Activity 
was strong with some excellent scores. John W7WZ put together a great team consisting of 
WN4AFP, W4IX, K2SX and K1ZZI. They contributed a claimed score of 10,434,258 points 
Dave AA4VT wrote, “I just looked back at all my previous results. This was a 400% increase 
over my previous personal best for this contest (129,000). You guys have given me an 
incentive to push my skills and put in more BIC time :-)”  
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• Dave NJ4F was having an issue with his Palstar manual tuner. Ted K7OM nailed the cause 
when he said it might be a roller to coil pressure issue. See Dave’s story about the issue in 
the article elsewhere in this newsletter. 

• Ed K3DNE shared a link to the K5KA+N6TV Cabrillo Stats Program. 
https://logtools.contesting.com/cbs.php 

• Dave WN4AFP shared the SFCG tops the list of club scores for the Michigan QSO party. Ed 
K3DNE later received the club plaque for the event. Congratulations to the 12 SFCG 
members contributing to that achievement. 

• John W4IX has a claimed score of 164,120 in the SO Unlimited LP category of the ARRL 160 
contest. That is 20,000 points ahead of second place VE3MGY according to 3830. 

• The FT Challenge contest is beginning to spark interest by our membership. Chatter about it 
was strong on the Reflector. 

• On December 8th John W7WZ reported FT8 openings to JA on 160 and 80 at 12:09 and 
12:32z. 

• Alan W4ANT reported he won a $25 coupon from GigaParts as part of a “door prize” 
drawing for those submitting a score to the March 2025 Sprint. What ya’ gonna buy Alan? 

• John W7WZ is retiring KB4DX in favor of K4NDX at the request of the CW contest team. 

• Participation in the ARRL 10 meter contest was strong with 20 SFCG members posting 
scores to 3830.  (Wish I could have played too.) Once again John W4IX showed why he was 
known as “The Contest Monster” at the multi-multi station NQ4I. He posted a very strong 
897,152 points to 3830 which is 2nd in the US behind the very strong station of K2SG and 4th 
in North America for the SOU LP CW category. I’d like to watch the scoreboard during a 
matchup between Matt NU4E at his station and John W4IX at KB4DX. 

 

Thank You! 

Your Editor posted a request for member contributions to our newsletter and several 

quickly responded. I am very appreciative of the submissions. Please know if you don’t 

see yours in this edition it is coming. Thank you and keep them coming!  

 

 

By Dave NJ4F 

About 10 years ago I got involved in a grass mowing operation that consumed my life, 

5-6 days a week.  That left no time for contesting, I was either too tired or didn’t have 

the time.  Then a couple of years ago my crank up tower came crashing down.  I 

obtained a new antenna and rotator but could never get the tower quite right.  Also, I 

couldn't find anyone to climb up the extension ladder to help install the SteppIR 

beam.  That's when I decided that my climbing days were over. I decided a ground 

mounted vertical was in order.  After doing my homework, I got a G5RV.  But I wasn't 

happy with it even though it could handle a full gallon.  I finally saw a MBVE-5 tuner for 

sale.  It too could handle a full gallon.  The hardest part of the installation was burying 

https://logtools.contesting.com/cbs.php
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the 40 33' radials. I used an edger to cut a groove in the dirt.  Now I have the G5RV, 

MBVE-5, and a full size 160/80M dipole/inverted V.  All three antennas require the use 

of a tuner.  I had to rearrange some shack equipment to put the tuner where I could get 

to it easier because I am still getting over shoulder surgery and can't lift my arm very 

much.  It had been sitting atop the Alpha 9500 and 2100.  I started making my cheat 

sheet for the tuner settings needed at 10 KHz spacing. But the SWR meter was jumpy 

whenever I adjusted the inductor. I tried electronic cleaning, but no help.  A call to 

Palstar (the tuner is an AT1500DT) and was put me in touch with a lady who said I 

should try and push the roller shaft down to make better contact between the roller and 

the coil. That worked great.  Meanwhile, the brush on Deoxit I ordered came in and I 

started cleaning. It really helped. Even though the roller parts had looked clean, after 

one swipe the rag was black. The Deoxit Wipes are available and might have worked 

better, but they are expensive, so I decided to use a rag instead. 

It looks like I am back in business, except for getting N1MM back up to running.  Give 

me some time folks, I'm getting there. 

73s, 

Dave NJ4V 

 

The DX Marathon 

By Kevan N4XL 

Herschal KA2G asked for a few words about the DX Marathon. He wrote, “How about 

adding a blurb about the DX Marathon that is organized by Mark W3CW. It has options 

for individuals and has a club competition as well. Pretty straight forward, just export 

your log to an ADIF and upload it at the site. All relevant information can be found at 

https://www.dxmarathon.com/“ Here are some highlights from that website. 

o Starting January 1 of each year and running until the end of December, the 

DX Marathon is the perfect answer for the DX-er who needs that extra 

incentive to get on the air every day. 

o Simply work as many countries and CQ Zones as you can in each calendar 

year, regardless of the band or mode. Each country and zone counts only 

once, so you can concentrate on working new ones, rather than working the 

same ones on multiple bands and modes. 

o 2025 rules are available at https://www.dxmarathon.com/rules/2025/. It seems 

likely the 2026 rules would be similar but you should check back nearer the 

end of the year or contact Mark W3CW for clarification. 

o There is a DX Marathon email group at https://dxmarathon.groups.io/g/main/ 

Give Herschel a shout on our reflector if you have additional questions. 

 

 

 

https://www.dxmarathon.com/
https://www.dxmarathon.com/rules/2025/
https://dxmarathon.groups.io/g/main/
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• This seems legitimate and as it is creating quite a furor. A post on the CWops reflector by 
Levi K6JO makes me feel sad. It told of a Facebook post from Marijan S56A showing an 
image of what he said was his CW Contesting Bot. That software has been released to the 
public. It pretty much replaces the operator in a contest. In defense, Marijan said it only 
communicates with Morse Runner, but you know it won’t be long before many 
unscrupulous people modify the software, or create their own, and begin using it on the air. 
I guess even though us retired contesters aren’t in today’s job market we need to worry 
about our jobs being replaced by, or competing against, AI. 

• Levi K6JO also commented on use of the Online Scoreboards in his CWops post. He views 
mandatory use of the scoreboards “…as an essential tool for fairness, visibility, public trust 
and real-time analysis.” Levi also recommended shortening the Log deadline time and 
implied even a deadline of a few hours isn’t short enough to stop post contest Log 
manipulation. Doug KR2Q responded to both with: 

2. Real-time contest scorecards do not stop cheating, which some are wrapping 
in "transparency." 

• How would it help with:  

• Unclaimed use of Assistance 

• Running excessive power for whatever category you enter? 

• Using a 2nd or 3rd op and claiming single op 

• Self-spotting 

• Arranging QSO outside of amateur radio means, during the contest 

• Not using a hardware interlock for the categories that require it 

• Failure to ID often enough (per the Rules) 

• Use of unclaimed remote sites. 
 
3. "Shorter Deadlines are the answer" (no they are not). If someone wants to 
cheat by altering callsigns, immediately after the contest, you  have 10 helpers to 
check equal time segments. Each “checker” gets a 4.8 hour segment. So, in less 
than 24 hours, the entire log is checked many times over.  Even “worse,” have 
the prior hour (real time) checked for accuracy by a “volunteer(s).”.  For this, 
though, real time scorecards may be the solution 

Even though I like to get in the top 5 I contest against myself. I’m not concerned with 
“massaging” my log post contest and almost always submit my log within minutes of 
completing a contest, and without checking anything other than the header information 
at the top of the Cabrillo file. Others may “massage” their log before submission, I just 
do the best I can within the confines of the contest start and stop times. 

• Amid a CWops discussion about the maximum speed different types of CW paddles are 
capable of VE3INE started a post with, “I asked GROK about records…” Huh? As a later 
poster asked, “What is GROK? Is it an AI?” Turns out it is, but that’s not how I and others 
knew of the word. Alan AD6E queried an online AI for the meaning of GROK and it came 
back with where many of us Sci-fi fans remember it from. “Grok, coined by Robert Heinlein 
in Stranger in a Strange Land, originally meant "to drink" in Martian but evolved to signify a 
profound, intuitive, all-encompassing understanding where one merges with what is being 
understood, encompassing love, hate, and logic, becoming part of you. It's a deep knowing 
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that goes beyond simple learning, implying full empathy and integration with the subject, a 
concept later adopted by hacker and tech culture.” It’s been years (decades?) since I last 
read that book. I’ll have to dig it out and dust it off. I enjoyed reading pre-stroke Heinlein 
books. 

Alan W4ANT sent in this article. 

Did you know? 

N3FJP includes a very handy feature that lets you monitor real-time scores — yours 
and everyone else’s — right from the logging software. Even better, you can filter 
by Club Name to see how you’re stacking up against other members of your own 
club. 

To turn it on, go to: 

Settings → Web Upload Contest Settings 

Enable HamDash, then be sure your category fields (power, assistance, etc.) are 
filled in correctly. Most importantly, type our club name exactly as: 

Swamp Fox Contest Group 

Spelling matters — incorrect variations can create duplicate club entries. 

This same settings window is also where you configure N3FJP to send your log data 
to the Contest Online Scoreboard (COL), as shown in the example. 

 

One thing to keep in mind: HamDash only displays stations using N3FJP. The 
Contest Online Scoreboard shows all stations uploading to COL, regardless of 
logging software. HamDash is still a great feature, but in practice I’ve only seen 
about six SFCG stations active during any one contest. 

Once everything is set, just click: 
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View → HamDash 

…and you’re off and running. 

73, 
Alan, W4ANT 

 



Page 11 of 19 

 

 

 



Page 12 of 19 

 

 

NOTE: Unless otherwise specified references to problems people are having, solutions, and tips come 
from the N1MMLoggerPlus Group.io reflector. A search there for items described should turn up the 
original posts and replies. 

• Selected changes made since last newsletter. (NOTE: These often come from a user 
requesting a change or fix to a problem.) 

o Corrected a bug in UDP messaging (Coded by N1MM) 

• Tom N1MM wrote, “Sometimes databases get corrupted.  Admin and PacketSpot databases 
can be rebuilt by the program.  You might lose some settings, but no data.  If your ham.s3db 
(QSO) database gets corrupted, this is a link on how to recover it.”  The link he gave in 
N1MMLoggerPlus@groups.io message #96771 is 
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https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/mmfiles/batch-file-to-repair-s3db-databases-that-are-
malformed/ . That takes you to a batch file in the N1MM Downloads website. 

• We have some new N1MM users in the Group that haven’t seen this before so I 

thought a rehash might be in order. Here is an Fkey file layout I like to use. It has served 
me well, including during the recent CQWW CW contest. Explanations follow the list.  

 

 

The RUN section (blue) 

• F1 CQ 
o Every time a CQ starts RIT is zeroed. 
o CAT1ASC tells N1MM to send what comes immediately after to my TS590. RT1 is 

the TS590’s internal command to turn RIT on. RT1 will be different for other 
radios. 

o The {CLEARRIT} macro returns RIT to zero. 

https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/mmfiles/batch-file-to-repair-s3db-databases-that-are-malformed/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/mmfiles/batch-file-to-repair-s3db-databases-that-are-malformed/
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• #F1 CQ 
o This line isn’t used. It stands ready for me should I want to use a different CQ 

format. 
o The “#” sign in N1MM’s before F1 means ‘Don’t do anything on this line. If I want 

to use a different CQ format during a contest I open the Fkey file, delete the # 
sign on one F1 line and add it to the F1 line that did not originally have one. With 
a little practice that takes less than 10 seconds. 

o The {VARYMSG1…} macro tells N1MM to do something the first X times the Fkey 
is used, but after that number of times it does something else. In this case the 
first 3 times F1 CQ is activated CQ TEST N4XL is sent. On the 4th it sends TEST 
TEST N4XL instead. After the 4th time the counter resets and the next three CQ’s 
will again use the CQ TEST N4XL format. 

o Notice both the primary and alternate F1’s make sure RIT is turned on and 
zeroed whenever I start a CQ. 

• F2 Exchange 
o There are advantages and disadvantages to it, but I like to zip through the 5NN 

part of the exchange and slow back down for the meat of the message. 
o “<” tells N1MM to speed up sending CW by one step. Each step change is 2 WPM 

by default, but that can be changed. In this case “<<” speeds up sent CQ by 4 
WPM from normal. 

o “>” slows things back down by a step. Make sure you have the same number of < 
and > on each side of whatever it is in between. 

• F3 TU 
o After you say TU the Tail enders might jump in and send their call hoping to 

catch you before the pileup starts. Since my F3 key sends a preprogrammed TU 
N4XL I end up missing their call and must waste time asking for a repeat. 

o A regular space, as is between the TU and N4XL of my “TU N4XL” message, 
leaves a long enough gap between words that Tail Enders see it as a good 
opportunity. The “~” key tells N1MM to only half the time of a normal space 
before sending N4XL. Most Tail Enders start to send right after TU but the 
shorter time of the ~ lets them hear my call starting up so they abort their tail 
end effort. 

o If propagation is such that my Little Pistol station can produce a decent Run rate, 
I will sometimes use that # trick and put two F3 keys in. The second #F3 line has 
a VARYMSG2 macro set up to send TU for two Q’s and send TU N4XL on the third 
time. Some contests specify you must send your call at least every three 
minutes. That {VARYMSG2…} macro automatically satisfies that rule if you get 
too wrapped up in Running and forget to identify every third Q. 

o {CLEARRIT} at the end of F3 to zero RIT. That is needed should you have used RIT 
for that Q and immediately start another Q. Chances are the new caller will be 
on your transmit frequency so you want your receiver there too.   

• F6 SC 
o F6 is my standard Fkey to send a repeat of the exchange. Many folks just hit F2 

to repeat the whole exchange, but 5NN isn’t needed for a repeat so my F6 just 
includes the critical part of the exchange. I usually send it twice here, as in SC SC 
is sent twice in this example, because I figure if they had trouble hearing it the 
first time and had to ask for a repeat, they will probably have difficulty with the 
repeat too. 
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• F10 and F11 
o Ops too often get the N4 or XL part of my call wrong. I get tired of correcting it 

by hand so use two Fkey slots for those parts of my call.  
o I send them slower to emphasize the difference from what they sent. The > and 

< accomplish that speed change. Notice how in F2 CW speeds up for the 5NN by 
using < first and in F10 it slows down first by using > ahead of the partial call 
repeat. 

o I don’t know why, but other Ops seem to have a better understanding of what 
the corrected info is I put a ~ between characters instead of using a whole space. 
Maybe their subconscious recognizes the shorter space so it naturally groups the 
two characters together. 

o F12 Wipe 
▪ The {WIPE} macro removes any data in the Call Sign or Exchange fields of 

the Entry Window and puts the cursor in the Call Sign field ready for the 
next contact. 

▪ {CLEARRIT} is used here too in case I had used RIT to try and copy a weak 
station or tried to pick someone out of a pileup. 

The S&P section (green) 

• F1 CQ 
o N1MM’s default Fkey files put “QRL?” in the S&P F1 key slot. I prefer not using 

QRL during a contest so I changed it. 
o N1MM automatically switches to Run when you hit F1 while in S&P. I use the 

same F1 CQ message in the S&P slot as the Running slots. 

 

There are several pages of macros (i.e.: WIPE, CLEARRIT), and dozens of radio commands you 
can choose from to create your own custom Fkey files. Pay attention to actions you are 
repeatedly doing while contesting. Jot them down during the contest so you will later know 
what they are. After the contest look over that list and the N1MM manuals macro and your 
radios PC command code list and see if there is anything you can automate in your Fkeys 
simplify things down to the press of a single Fkey. Ops have done some truly creative and 
amazing things with their Fkeys. See the Function Keys, Messages and Macros section of the 
N1MM manual for examples. 

• While updating my N1MM presentations I was again reminded of how dynamic the 

program is. When first learning to use it I would randomly browse the user manual 

and learn both new ideas for score improvement and details of how to implement 

them. So much has changed over the years I’ve again put a link to the manual on my 

desktop and open it every couple of days and ramble around. It’s kind of like how 

many of us took Continuing Education courses to keep up to date with things in our 

professional careers. 

 

Upcoming Contests: 

See the WA7BNM webpages https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html 

https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
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Contest Call Class Pwr Score 

ARRL 10         
12/15/25 K1ZZI SO CW Limited-Ant HP 351,120 
12/15/25 K2SX SO CW Unlimited Limited-Ant LP 74,560 
12/14/25 K3DNE SO SSB Unlimited HP 391,558 
12/15/25 K4FT(KD2TDA) SO Mixed Unlimited LP 65,448 
12/15/25 K4QQG SO SSB Limited-Ant HP 64,876 
12/15/25 KA2G SO SSB Unlimited HP 130,380 
12/15/25 KD4S SO Mixed Unlimited Limited-

Ant 
HP 97,344 

12/15/25 KE4EA SO Mixed Unlimited HP 34,188 
12/15/25 KS4YX SO CW Unlimited Limited-Ant QRP 19,436 
12/15/25 KZ3P SO Mixed Unlimited HP 95,920 
12/15/25 NI7R SO CW Limited-Ant LP 49,932 
12/14/25 NN4SS SO CW HP 307,340 
12/15/25 NV4T SO SSB Limited-Ant LP 20,096 
12/15/25 W1RPG SO SSB Unlimited HP 72,800 
12/15/25 W4EEY SO SSB HP 70,034 
12/14/25 W4IX SO CW Unlimited LP 897,152 
12/15/25 W7WZ SO Mixed HP 49,164 
12/15/25 WA4LDU SO Mixed Limited-Ant LP 672 
12/15/25 WB3X SO Mixed Unlimited Limited-

Ant 
LP 128,044 

12/15/25 WB4HRL SO CW HP 20,400 
          
ARRL 160         

12/07/25 AA4SD Single Op LP 714 
12/07/25 K3DNE SO Unlimited HP 9,729 
12/07/25 K4FT Single Op LP 38,860 
12/08/25 KD4S SO Unlimited Limited-Ant HP 23,180 
12/09/25 KE4EA SO Unlimited Limited-Ant HP 15,416 
12/08/25 KZ3P Single Op LP 144 
12/07/25 N4IQ SO Unlimited HP 72,200 
12/07/25 N4XL SO Unlimited LP 14,800 
12/07/25 NN4SS Single Op HP 34,987 
12/07/25 NU4E SO Unlimited LP 37,012 
12/07/25 W4IX SO Unlimited LP 164,120 
12/07/25 W8CS Single Op LP 11,610 
12/08/25 WA4LDU Single Op Limited-Ant LP 380 

          
CQWW CW         

11/30/25 AA4SD SOAB Classic LP 1,116 
12/01/25 AA4VT SO(A)AB HP 549,132 
12/01/25 AA5JF SO(A)AB HP 2,483,194 
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11/30/25 K3DNE SO(A)AB HP 145,530 
11/30/25 K4QQG SO(A)AB LP 1,482 
12/01/25 KB4DX (K2SX, W4IX, 

WN4AFP, K1ZZI, @W7WZ) 
M/M HP 10,434,258 

12/01/25 KD4S SOAB HP 281,990 
12/01/25 KE4EA SO(A)AB HP 95,049 
11/30/25 KG4IGC SO(A)AB LP 19,019 
12/01/25 KZ3P SO(A)AB HP 86,016 
12/01/25 N4IQ SO(A)AB HP 316,728 
12/01/25 N4XL SO(A)AB LP 1,158,512 
12/01/25 NI7R SO(A)AB LP 25,752 
12/01/25 NN4SS SOAB HP 380,277 
12/01/25 NU4E SO(A)AB HP 2,131,560 
12/02/25 W8CS SOAB Classic LP 41,712 
12/01/25 WB3X SO(A)AB LP 289,914 
12/01/25 WB4HRL SO(A)AB HP 64,468 

          
FTChlg         

12/08/25 KA2G SO Unlimited Classic LP 68,970 
12/09/25 KZ3P SO Unlimited HP 40,020 
12/09/25 W1RPG SO Unlimited LP 5,000 
12/08/25 W4ANT SO Unlimited Classic LP 64,500 
12/08/25 WB4HRL SO Unlimited LP 38,160 

          
LZ DX         

11/23/25 K7OM SO CW HP 9,500 
11/23/25 KA2G SO SSB HP 5,980 
11/24/25 KZ3P SOSB/40 LP 450 
11/23/25 NN4SS SO CW HP 45,595 

          
NA Sprint SSB 
November 

        

11/23/25 AA5JF Single Op HP 8,742 
11/24/25 K3DNE Single Op HP 10,094 
11/23/25 N4IQ Single Op HP 7,040 
11/23/25 NU4E Single Op HP 11,925 
11/23/25 NV4T Single Op LP 2,074 
11/23/25 W4ANT Single Op HP 4,000 
11/23/25 W4IX Single Op LP 8,400 

          
PROCW         

12/08/25 KZ3P SOAB HP 416 
12/08/25 N4QI SOAB LP 63 
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SS SSB         
11/17/25 K3DNE SO Unlimited HP 219,470 
11/17/25 K4FT Single Op Limited-Ant LP 10,270 
11/17/25 K4QQG Single Op Limited-Ant HP 4,240 
11/17/25 KZ3P SO Unlimited HP 10,476 
11/17/25 NV4T Single Op Limited-Ant LP 36,792 
11/18/25 W1RPG SO Unlimited HP 34,030 
11/17/25 W4ANT SO Unlimited HP 14,110 
11/18/25 WB3X Single Op Limited-Ant LP 30,660 
11/17/25 WB4HRL SO Unlimited HP 11,716 
11/21/25 WN4AFP SO Unlimited Limited-Ant LP 9,212 

 

========================================== 

73 es QRT de N4XL 


